Fletcher Town School District 

Fletcher Elementary School

Head Lice Policy/Procedure

Warning:  __________

Adopted:  __________


Policy

The psychological, social and economical impact of head lice infestations can create a problem in the community. While head lice cannot be completely eliminated the Fletcher Board of School Directors encourages cooperative measures to control lice and nits.  School staff will take the necessary measures to reduce the loss of instructional time for those students involved.  This policy is based on recommendations by the Vermont Department of Health (February 2005) and other public health organizations.  

Procedure

Every effort will be taken to make the following process as confidential as possible.

1. Any staff member who suspects head lice will report this immediately to the school nurse, principal or appointed administrator.  

2. Any student identified by the school nurse or qualified designee, as having lice or untreated nits shall be discouraged from close contact with others and be sent home at the end of the school day.
3. Verbal and/or written instructions for treatment will be given to the family of each student with head lice, as appropriate.  Instructions will include a suggestion that the parent or guardian of the student contact the child’s health care provider, recommendations for treatment and the school’s criteria for re-admittance.
4. Children in the same classroom of an identified active case (untreated lice or nits) may be examined by the school nurse or designee.  Parents may be notified in writing of any cases of head lice within the school.  Siblings and close contacts of the student within the school may be examined. Examinations will be done in a timely manner as permitted by staffing constraints.  

5. Students will be readmitted to school after the first treatment with a written or verbal confirmation from the parent or guardian that the initial treatment has been completed and has been examined by the school nurse/designee for evidence that the treatment was performed. Evidence of treatment includes no live lice.  In accord with the Vermont Department of Health recommendations, students will not be excluded from school on the sole grounds that nits may be present despite appropriate treatment 

6. If there are multiple cases of lice in a classroom, administrative personnel will implement appropriate measures, based on the recommendations of the Vermont Department’s of Health and Education to minimize transmission. 

The school nurse will provide education-emphasizing diagnosis, treatment and control plans for staff and students as necessary.    
